STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR
CONCRETE TRUCK WASHOUT

Definition & Scope

A temporary excavated or above ground lined constructed pit
where concrete truck mixers and equipment can be washed
after their loads have been discharged, to prevent highly
alkaline runoff from entering storm drainage systems or
leaching into soil.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Washout facilities shall be provided for every project where
concrete will be poured or otherwise formed on the site. This
facility will receive highly alkaline wash water from the
cleaning of chutes, mixers, hoppers, vibrators, placing
equipment, trowels, and screeds. Under no circumstances will
wash water from these operations be allowed to infiltrate into
the soil or enter surface waters.

Design Criteria

Capacity: The washout facility should be sized to
contain solids, wash water, and rainfall and sized to
allow for the evaporation of the wash water and
rainfall. Wash water shall be estimated at 7 gallons
per chute and 50 gallons per hopper of the concrete
pump truck and/or discharging drum. The minimum
size shall be 8 feet by 8 feet at the bottom and 2 feet
deep. If excavated, the side slopes shall be 2
horizontal to 1 vertical.

Location: Locate the facility a minimum of 100 feet from
drainage swales, storm drain inlets, wetlands, streams and
other surface waters. Prevent surface water from entering the
structure except for the access road. Provide appropriate
access with a gravel access road sloped down to the structure.
Signs shall be placed to direct drivers to the facility after their
load is discharged.

Liner: All washout facilities will be lined to prevent

leaching of liquids into the ground. The liner shall be plastic
sheeting with a minimum thickness of 10 mils with no holes
or tears, and anchored beyond the top of the pit with an
earthen berm, sand bags, stone, or other structural
appurtenance except at the access point.

If pre-fabricated washouts are used they must ensure the
capture and containment of the concrete wash and be sized
based on the expected frequency of concrete pours. They
shall be sited as noted in the location criteria.

Maintenance

¢ All concrete washout facilities shall be inspected daily.
Damaged or leaking facilities shall be deactivated and
repaired or replaced immediately. Excess rainwater that
has accumulated over hardened concrete should be
pumped to a stabilized area, such as a grass filter strip.

o Accumulated hardened material shall be removed when
75% of the storage capacity of the structure is filled. Any
excess wash water shall be pumped into a containment
vessel and properly disposed of off site.

¢ Dispose of the hardened material off-site in a
construction/demolition landfill. On-site disposal may be
allowed if this has been approved and accepted as part of
the projects SWPPP. In that case, the material should be
recycled as specified, or buried and covered with a
minimum of 2 feet of clean compacted earthfill that is
permanently stabilized to prevent erosion.

e The plastic liner shall be replaced with each cleaning of
the washout facility.

¢ Inspect the project site frequently to ensure that no
concrete discharges are taking place in non-designated
areas.
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