
 We would like to introduce our new Field Equipment Specialist, Murray Kelley. 
Murray comes to our Soil and Water Conservation District with 20 years experience 
working for Silverline Construction. Murrayôs wealth of knowledge comes from learning 
from one of the most accomplished and knowledgeable people in the field of excavation 
that we have ever had in our Region. David Kelly has been a mentor, and leader to Mur-
ray, passing on a decades of information.  

 Murray comes to us having set tens of thousands of tons of rip rap, leading large 
scale box culvert projects, running dozer, and even operating a crane. Murray also has a 
vast mechanical knowledge and has really aided in the upkeep of our entire fleet of heavy 
equipment. Murrayôs work ethic is second to none. Murray obtained his Class A license  
just a few months after starting and has moved our fleet of equipment from job to job all 
season long. 

 Above all else, what stands out to me, is the type of person Murray is. He is 
genuine. He will do anything to his utmost ability no matter what it is. There is no task 
too large or too small. He keeps his composure no matter the situation. Although he 
comes to us with decades of the highest level of experience you can have, he still wants 
to learn and grow. His phone is full of pictures of projects he completed, showing the 
pride he takes in his job.  

 We are extremely fortunate to get to work with him. He helps to solidify our 
program for the next 20 years. We are excited for what the future holds.  
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Agricultural Pesticide Plastics Collection 

 The Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts once  again had a very successful, free of 
charge, collection of agricultural pesticide plastics 
from Schuyler County. This plastic will be recycled 
and used for drain tile. The collection is done twice a 
year for area farmers 

Annual Tree and Shrub Sale 

 We were able to once again hold our annual 
tree and shrub seedling sale.  We sold nearly 
6,000 seedlings and over 40 blue bird boxes 
(built by the District) to over 100 area resi-
dents.  

Stormwater Education 

 

Jessica Verrigni, District Stormwater 
Technician, taught two 4-hour Erosion 
and Sediment Control courses for our 
area BOCES students. 35 students partic-
ipated and received their certificate to 
operate equipment in New York State on 
excavation projects that disturb over 1 
acre of soil.  
Jessica also taught basic stormwater 
management to 28 students taking the 
Environmental Construction Manage-
ment class at Alfred State University.  
 
Jessica also presented at our area BOCES 
Career Day as a panel member to discuss 
potential career paths for students. 



Stormwater Education cont. 

 

Jessica Verrigni, District Stormwater Technician, 
taught the New York State Erosion and Sediment Con-
trol Certificate Program Review Course for 35 regional 
statewide professionals.  
 
Jessica also taught the 4-hour Erosion and Sediment 
Control Contractor Training for over 50 area contractor 
professionals. This certificate is mandated by New 
York State if a contractor is to work on a construction 
site over 1 acre in size.  
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Hydro-seeding 

 The conservation district continued its annual conservation seed-
ing program with its owned hydro-seeder. We were able to seed 
31.68 miles of excavated road ditches free of charge to our munic-
ipalities. In total we were able to seed 127.9acres of exposed soil 
including conservation project locations, gravel pit reclamations, 
and road ditches. This work alone conserved over 300 tons of soil 
from entering our surface waterbodies. This large undertaking 
utilized many competitive grant funding sources to make it possi-
ble, including FL-LOWPA. 
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Montour Falls MarinaðVillage of Montour Falls 

  
The Village of Montour Falls asked us if we could assist them with a much needed parking area for boat storage at the Village 
of Montour Falls Marina. Traditionally, boats were removed after camping season and parked in the camping areas. Then the 
boats were put back in the water before camping open the following year. With an ever growing number of boats and limited 
camping areas, there just was not enough area for boat storage. This along with camping opening early for 2026, created the 
need for the boats to be stored in their own consolidated location.  
Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation District, with its equipment and equipment operators, stripped the area and 
prepped it for the parking lot to be developed. Schuyler County SWCD reached out to the local municipal highway departments 
to see if it was possible to obtain trucks to bring gravel to the site. The site needed over 185 loads of gravel (well over 3,000 
tons) so this was no small undertaking. Thanks to the support by the Schuyler County Highway, Town of Dix, Town of Read-
ing, Town of Orange, Town of Catharine, Town of Montour and Town of Hector highway departments, we were able to have 
all the material trucked in, graded, and compacted in just two days. 12 trucks came on the first day,  and never stopped hauling 
from the opening of the gravel pit to the closing. This was a true shared service effort that wouldn't have been possible without 
our valued highway personnel.  
In total the project cost more than $61,000 but only cost the Village of Montour Falls $21,000 for materials. This saved the tax 
payers more than $39,000.  
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Aikens RoadðTown of Tyrone 

We were able to assist the Town of Tyrone Highway Department, by stabilizing over 700ô of eroded road ditch on Aikens 
Road. We utilized Flexi mat. Flexi mat allows for stabilization of the ditch at extreme velocities, which prevents erosion,  
while allowing vegetation to grow. The vegetation helps keeps water cool and allows for filtration and uptake of nutrients. 
This project aided in conserving over 362 tons of sediment, 700lbs of N,  and 350lbs of P from entering our surface water. 
The grant funds obtained by the Soil and Water Conservation District saved the Town over $32,000.  
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Cotton Hanlon RoadðTown of Montour 

We worked with the Town of Montour Falls High-
way to stabilize an eroded culvert inlet. This project 
helped to save 11.11 tons of sediment annually 
along with over 22lbs of N, and 11lbs of P. This 
project saved the Town of Montour over $5,800. 

County Road 2ðTown of Hector 

We were able to stabilize 1,200ô of eroded road ditch on County Road 2.  This project helped to save 433 tons of sediment annu-
ally, nearly 800 lbs. of N, and 400lbs. of P from entering surface water bodies, while saving the County Highway over $58,000. 


