Schuyler County Soil and Water Conservation District
Monthly Meeting of Directors
June 25, 2025
6:00 PM.
2400 Meads Hill Road Watkins Glen, NY 14891

Attending:

James Howell — Chair
Jessica Skinner — Member
Gary Gaige - Member

Jerry Verrigni — District Manager
Jessica Verrigni — Stormwater Program Technician

—

Meeting called to order by James Howell @ 6:02 PM

2. Pledge

3. John Mietz County FSA Director Schuyler and Seneca Counties — Jerry introduced John
to the board. John gave an overview of recent FSA work. John has held his current position
the last 6 years. Lance Gates and Rick Reisinger are our Schuyler Reps. 23/24 Disaster for
graper growers will be out in a month. John requested a disaster for 25/26 if this is approved
payments wont occur for a two year period. However an emergency loan program could be
available. Many USDA impacts by early retirement option.

4. Minutes of April 23rd Meeting: Gary Gaige motioned to approve the April 23rd minutes as
mailed. Seconded by Jessica Skinner. All in favor. Motion carried.

5. Treasurer's Report May and June: Jessica Skinner motioned to approve the treasurer's
report. Seconded by Gary Gaige. All in favor. Motion carried.

6. Vouchers May/June: Gary Gaige motioned to approve the list of bills as presented.

Seconded by Jessica Skinner. All in favor. Motion carried.

7. Old Business:

A. Implementation update — Jerry stated that even with the weather being such a
challenge that Mike and Murray have done an incredible job getting projects in the
ground. Jerry stated all project summaries are attached with detail of locations,
benefits, and costs of each project.

B. Compaction Equipment — Jerry stated the roller and tamp have arrived and are
already been in use on multiple occasions. The guys are really thrilled with both
machines and they have improved our quality immensily.

8. New Business:
A. Croton -

Jerry stated the State parks asked us to assess a culvert on Croton Road in Montour.
Jerry said in 2018 this old hand laid stone structure failed. The parks department put
in three plastic culverts to replace it. Jerry stated although unconventional the
culverts have worked very well for 7 years. He said Army Corps was threatening to
fine parks if they didn’t put in a 1.4 million dollar box culvert. Jerry stated he wrote a
letter asking that the culverts stay in place. To disturb a 25 foot vertical area above



homes that are in the floodplain poses a greater risk then leaving the structure. Parks
was very appreciative of the support.

B. AEM AAP-
Jerry and Jess went over the AEM AAP and explained it was for the next three years.
A motion to approve the AAP as submitted was made by Gary Gaige, and seconded
by Jessica Skinner. All in Favor. Motion Carried.

C. Storm Impacts —
Jerry stated that although severe storms have been a redundant this year, that overall
the damage has been less than expected. He stated he and Jessica were called to over
32 locations in the last month alone for direction and assistance.

9. Stormwater Technician Report — Jessica V. —Her report is in the packet and will be on file
with the book of minutes

10. District Manager Report -Jerry V. — Jerry's Report was sent out with the packet and will be
on file with the Book of Minutes.

11. Adjournment -Motion to adjourn at ___ 6:58pm by _ Gary Gaige and seconded
by James Howell

Respectfully submitted by:

James Howell, Chair Jerry Verrigni — District Manager



